
Rates of Change Learning objectives

In this unit we begin the development of an important branch of mathematics, namely calculus, based 
on consideration of finding rates of change. After completing this unit you should

• be able to find the gradient of curves by measurement

• understand the difference between instantaneous speed and average speed

• be able to use straightforward differentiation to find gradients of curves

• be able to solve optimisation problems based on differentiation.
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